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what do you think about this? 

On Mon, Feb 11, 2013 at 1:20 PM, Grant, Colin <colin_grant@fws.gov> wrote:
Hi Beth,

Can you help me edit this. I just wanted to see if I am striking the right balance here.

Thanks

Colin Grant
Endangered Species Listing Biologist
Bay-Delta Fish and Wildlife Office
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-930-5651
colin_grant@fws.gov

-- 
Beth Forbus
Endandered Species Listing
US Fish & Wildlife Service
4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 420
Arlington, VA 22203
703-358-1772
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(C) SE Farallon Island; 2001-2011; Nur et al. 2012—This study used the same data as the Bradley et al. 2011 study. However, the data was split into two different trend sets: one from 2001–2007 and a one from 2007–2011. This split data was incorporated to account fordisplay an increase in burrowing owls on the island between around 2006 or 2007, and depicts an increase in ASP population by 22.48 percent per year from 2001–2007, and a recent decrease of 5.46 percent per year starting at about the time of a burrowing owl increase on the island in 2007 (Nur et al. 2012, p. 20, Figure 2). The authors used an updated capture index to estimate a total of 11,346 birds on the island, with a breeding population of 6,070 birds (Nur et al. 2012, p. 17).



We have confidence in the representation of potential threat of Burrowing Owl to ashy storm-petrels. We do thinkThe data show that burrowing owls are having a population-level effect on ashy storm-petrels adult survivorship. and we do think thatIt is likely that the removal of mice from the Island will likely result in increased adult survivorship for ASP. We do not know toIt is unclear to what extend extent it can be determined how directly the owls are affecting the population numbers and trend estimates. We have less confidence in the future population trend data that is presented. 



Because thisThe model presented uses a limited number of years to determine future population trends, we believeand that the application limits its use in determining current and future status of the species as a wholeto our species status report is limited. For example, only Only the last three years of data were used to obtain an average burrowing owl population number that was used to model a predicted future population declines based on mouse eradication. This small subset of data used makes the model very sensitive to any variations in burrowing owl numbers in the future.Burrowing owl numbers over the next twenty years could vary from the numbers in the last three years which have been the highest on record and this could drastically change the model. Furthermore, models use the same parameters year after year. Natural annual variations and fluctuations in environmental conditions are not accounted forcaluculated in this model and therefore it may not accurately predict variation of environmental conditions and natural fluctuations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]


